
FFrom kindergarten through high 
school to college and now careers, 
three Oklahoma State University 
College of Agricultural Sciences 
and Natural Resources alumni 
have built a lifestyle of learning 
from their passion for agriculture. 
	 Glencoe, Okla., is where it 
all began for Dallas Krout, Brent 
Haken and Shawn Murphy. 
	 “All but one of our parents 
graduated from Glencoe High 
School,” Murphy said. “Naturally, 
the three of us spent kindergarten 
through our senior year together.” 
	 These three young men spent 
their high school years involved 
in Glencoe’s agricultural educa-
tion and FFA program under in-
structors Larry Brien and Chancer 
McPherson. They participated in 
the many aspects of agricultural 
education, including serving as 
chapter officers and running for 
president their senior year.
	 “I recall Shawn and I always 
trying to ‘out do’ each other when 
it came to FFA events,” Krout said. 
“Although we were competitive 
against each other, we are each 
other’s biggest support system.”

 
Each young man knew he would 
attend college; however, only two 
of them started college with plans 
to complete an agricultural educa-
tion degree. Haken began his jour-
ney at Oklahoma State University 
as an agribusiness major.
	 “My family is one of the only 
ones left in Glencoe still farming,” 
Haken said. “We raise cattle and 
own a custom harvest operation. I 
had plans to receive an agricultur-
al business degree but figured out 
that I didn’t really like the math.”
	 Haken, along with Krout and 
Murphy, found himself attend-

ing OSU Collegiate FFA events 
and decided teaching and the FFA 
were where he wanted to be.
	 “I was thoroughly involved 
in the FFA in high school,” Haken 
said. “I raised and showed cattle, 
judged livestock and was involved 
in many of the leadership activi-
ties. And, I found myself helping 
chaperone various CFFA events 
while in college. The education 
program was a better fit for me 
than business.”
	 Murphy began his college ca-
reer at Northern Oklahoma Col-
lege in Tonkawa, Okla. 
	 “My only reason for going to 
college was to be an agricultural 
education instructor,” Murphy 
said. “I always knew I would end 
up at Oklahoma State University.” 
	 Murphy said he credits his pas-
sion for teaching to McPherson.
	 “I had always thought about 
teaching agriculture,” Murphy 
said. “But it wasn’t until Mr. 
McPherson came to Glencoe that 
I knew I wanted the same oppor-
tunity to impact students’ lives.”
	 Krout said his high school 
agricultural education instructors 
influenced his decision to become 
an “ag teacher.”
	 “Brian always pushed us to 
give our all,” Krout said. “McPher-
son also had a huge impact on my 
wanting to be an ag teacher. He 
taught me so much and truly in-
spired me to become more actively 
involved. By then, I had given up 
my dreams of being a rock star 
and made the decision to pursue a 
teaching career.”
	 Krout, however, was involved 
in a larger aspect of the agricultur-
al education program, the Okla-
homa FFA.
	 “I was elected as central dis-
trict vice president of the Okla-

homa FFA,” he said. “The FFA has 
had a tremendous influence on 
my life and is a large part of my 
decision on continuing the agri-
cultural education route.”

For the three Glencoe natives, 
the Collegiate FFA chapter was a 
must, and they each helped coor-
dinate and chaperone the Okla-
homa FFA’s Made for Excellence 
Program and the Advanced Lead-
ership Development Conference.
	 Krout and Haken served as of-
ficers of the CFFA, while Murphy 
worked his way through college.
	 “I made a goal for myself to 
be finished with school and to be 
teaching before I turned 23 years 
old,” Murphy said.
	 Jon Ramsey, teaching associ-
ate and coordinator of field place-
ment for the agricultural educa-
tion program, said these alumni 
received an experience in high 
school to set the stage for their 
collegiate and teaching careers.
	 “Their high school experience 
gave these three gentlemen the 
opportunity to travel down three 
distinctive paths that crossed to a 
very similar finish,” Ramsey said. 
“To come from a strong rural pro-
gram, such as Glencoe, these boys 
were ready to do what was neces-
sary to take their experience to 
the next level.”
	 Ramsey praised Haken, Krout 
and Murphy.
	 “These are exceptional young 
men who have passion, character 
and the ability to be an ag teacher,” 
he said. “If everyone who joins the 
OSU agricultural education pro-
gram had that kind of knowledge 
and experience, it would make our 
jobs as college professors much 
easier. These boys had the total 
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