
TThrough the corridors of Oklaho-
ma State University’s Agricultural 
Hall, the echoes of boot steps 
increasingly are replaced by the 
squeaks of sneakers, the taps of 
stilettos and the rhythmic slaps of 
flip flops.
	 Enrollment in the OSU Col-
lege of Agricultural Sciences and 
Natural Resources is evolving to 
include students without rural 
backgrounds but with interests in 
the diversity of programs.
	 “In the 1960s, there were 
about four men to every woman in 
the college of agriculture,” said Ed 
Miller, associate dean of CASNR. 
“Most students were from tradi-
tional agricultural backgrounds.”
	 Now, the college has more 
women than men. An increasing 
number of students are not from 
farm backgrounds, Miller said. 
This trend is driven by the pre-
vet and pre-med programs offered 
through biochemistry, agricultural 
economics and animal science.
	 “In the 2007 freshman ani-
mal science class, 68 percent were 

from non-farm backgrounds,” 
said Mariette Benage, animal sci-
ence coordinator for student suc-
cess. “Most are girls interested in 
the pre-vet option to specialize in 
small animals and exotics.”
	 The expansion of food science 
to a major also has attracted stu-
dents to the college. Benage said 
many students interested in food 
research changed from the nutri-
tion program to food science.
	 CASNR students from non-
agricultural backgrounds also en-
roll in traditional agricultural ma-
jors. Yuriko Mori, plant and soil 
science junior, originally enrolled 
at OSU in environmental science 
but switched to get more back-
ground in science.
	 “Environmental science has 
too many policy classes for me,” 
Mori said. “Policy in the U.S. is 
different than other countries. I 
wanted more science-based classes 
to apply knowledge everywhere.”
	 Born in Fuji, a mid-sized Jap-
anese city, Mori had no agricultur-
al experiences before moving to 

Oklahoma. She said CASNR made 
her realize the importance of food 
security and climate change.
	 Mori said she plans to return 
to Japan to work for a company 
concerned with international eco-
systems. Her focus is studying the 
correlations between soil, forests, 
nature and food systems.
	 “One of CASNR’s strengths is 
we have continued to offer strong 
traditional agricultural programs,” 
Miller said. “We do not simply cre-
ate new majors but enhance pro-
grams as needed.”
	 Amy Simmons, CASNR pro-
spective student recruitment co-
ordinator, said trends in enroll-
ment change with societal changes 
in job availability. She also said 
CASNR enrollment increased 26 
percent this year while every other 
OSU college decreased.
	 “Not one thing specifically 
contributed to this increase,” Sim-
mons said. “It could be a result of 
joint college fairs in rural commu-
nities or a result of individual de-
partmental recruitment.”
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Bowties, 
buckles and 
strings are 

replacing 
boots in the 

College of 
Agricultural 

Sciences 
and Natural 
Resources. 
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