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CASNR alumni carry on OSU traditions through family legacies

By Mandy Imgarten, Enid, Okla.

Family backgrounds, long-stand-
ing traditions and a culture of ex-
cellence draw students and alumni
to the Oklahoma State University
College of Agricultural Sciences
and Natural Resources. From all
corners of the United States and
around the world, they come to
bleed orange.

Student organizations, schol-
arship opportunities and a large
percentage of Top 10 Seniors and
Freshmen are just a few reasons
generations of families continue
to choose CASNR, said Ed Miller,
CASNR associate dean. The col-
lege also is known for its quality
academics and faculty who care
about student success, he said.

CASNR graduates come in
multiple combinations, like the
Holcombes' grandfather/father/
son legacy or the Gardners' broth-
er/sister/sister/brother
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bond. Regardless of genealogy,
the destiny is the same.

Scot Holcombe, an animal sci-
ence alumnus, said an agricultural
background, CASNR's academic
reputation, and standing family
tradition drew him to OSU.

“I was the third generation
to attend OSU,” Holcombe said.
“I was familiar with the animal
science department and realized
that | wanted to be involved in
the cattle business as my voca-
tion. My grandfather, Thad, was
in animal husbandry, and my fa-
ther, Lee, graduated with an ani-
mal husbandry degree in 1956.”

Brett Gardner, an animal sci-
ence alumnus and one of four sib-
lings to graduate from OSU, said
he appreciates the experiences
and skills he gained during his
time at OSU.

“Igrewupinasmallarea,”

Gardner said. “OSU was the

opportunity of a lifetime

for me. It gave me the tools

I needed to fully express my
talents, grow and develop.”

CASNR upholds its reputa-
tion for having outstanding fac-
ulty and staff. Therefore, it takes
into careful consideration when
hiring to ensure the tradition
of faculty excellence continues,
Miller said.

“Our faculty care about stu-
dent success and strive to be effi-
cientin and out of the classroom,”
Miller said. “Faculty are students’

advisers. They understand the im-
portance of an effective student-
teacher relationship and have per-
sonal, professional relationships
with students.”

Faculty and staff in CASNR
provide students with quality aca-
demics and a friendly, professional
atmosphere, Miller said.

“I loved the camaraderie be-
tween faculty and students in
CASNR,” said Donna Neumeyer,
plant and soil sciences alumna. “I
loved the clubs and organizations,
the students, and the closeness of
the professors and students. They
all knew who you were by the time
you graduated. You could not skip
class without them knowing.”

Similarly, Grayson Riddels,
agribusiness junior, said he appre-
ciates the dedication of the faculty
and staff.

“Without the help of OSU
and CASNR faculty, 1 would not
be where | am today,” Grayson
Riddels said. “My time at OSU
has given me a foundation and
understanding of my life goals. |
obtained beneficial interpersonal
and public speaking skills through
collegiate activities and interac-
tion with fellow students, faculty
and staff.”

CASNR has a reputation for
having well-rounded students and
graduates, which is because of
their participation in many agri-
cultural organizations, Miller said

“CASNR understands the im-






