
EEighteen days. Six domestic 
flights. One of the Seven Wonders 
of the World. 
	 In May 2007, 10 Oklahoma 
State University students traveled 
to China and Tibet where they vis-
ited uncommon places and expe-
rienced different cultures. 
	 During the trip, Shida Hen-
neberry, international agricultural 
economics professor, incorporat-
ed education, history, economics, 
and the role of government and 
policy makers into the experience. 
Henneberry said she believes stu-
dents can learn only so much in a 
classroom setting.
	 “I teach international trade, 
and I see from the classroom to 
reality there is a big gap,” Hen-
neberry said. “[Seeing and expe-
riencing another culture] takes 
students to a different stage.”
	 It opens their eyes and minds 

to global events and how people 
live and work in other parts of the 
world, she said.
	 The China study abroad trip 
is sponsored by the China Minis-
try of Agriculture, which is equiv-
alent to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Henneberry said. The 
MOA provided a full-time native 
guide from Beijing who served as 
an English interpreter. 
	 During their visit to China, 
students visited Beijing, Chengdu, 
Nanjing, Suzhou, Shanghai and 
Lhasa, which is in Tibet. In Beijing, 
the students visited the China Ag-
ricultural University and traveled 
to the Great Wall of China.
	 “To say that you visited one of 
the Seven Wonders of the World is 
pretty amazing,” said Aimee Lee, 
food science junior. “I wouldn’t 
trade it for anything.”
	 One of the experiences the 

students had was being able to 
visit Lhasa, Tibet. 
	 “Dr. Henneberry expressed 
how important it was to be able to 
go to Tibet,” said Matt Dvorak, in-
ternational agricultural economics 
senior. “Not a lot of people get to 
go into Tibet.”
	 To enter Tibet, Henneberry 
obtained permission for each of 
the 10 students from the Tibetan 
government, which was not an 
easy task. 
	 “I met two people on campus 
who applied [for permission] but 
were declined,” Henneberry said. 
“For students [to enter Tibet] is a 
very unique opportunity.”
	 To get to Lhasa, Tibet, the stu-
dents and faculty took a 29-hour 
train ride from Beijing to Lhasa. 
Henneberry said the train ride of-
fered amazing views of the land-
scape such as the Tibetan Plateau, 
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The Great 
Wall of China 
is the world’s 

longest 
and largest 
man-made 
structure. 
(Photo by 

Lora Young)




