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Man of many missions

Paul Weckler’s journey leaves little left undone
By Stacy Buck, Altus, Okla.

is |thick mustache conceals a
misehievous grin. One can ex-
pect to see him in cowboy boots
and aviator sunglasses. His tall
stature may seem intimidating at
first, but his contagious chuckle is
welcoming. An engineer, a men-
tor, a colleague and a friend, Paul
Weckler embodies the persona of
a family man.

Interested in agriculture at
a young age, Weckler said he en-
joyed visiting his grandparents’
farm and first rode in a combine
at age four. With his mother a
leader in 4-H, his involvement in
the program as a child — along
with his experience showing cat-
tle, sheep and swine at local fairs
— helped shape him into the agri-
culturist he is today.
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“l always liked animals but |
didn't have the stomach to be a
vet,” Weckler said.

Upon high school graduation,
Weckler obtained his Bachelor of
Science degree in agricultural en-
gineering at California Polytechnic
State University-San Luis Obispo
in 1982.

The Cal Poly College of Agri-
culture was one of the top 10 big-
gest in the country, and his degree
program used a “learning by do-
ing” approach, which Weckler in-
corporates in his teaching.

After graduating, Weckler
ventured east to acquire his mas-
ter's degree in irrigation and ag-
ricultural engineering from Utah
State University in 1984.

He moved farther to the east

to Oklahoma State University as
a part of a national doctorate fel-
lowship program offered by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.

“The USDA brought me here,
and the people were just great,”
Weckler said.

Weckler earned his doctorate
in agricultural engineering from
OSU in 1989.

“l was a Ph.D. student at OSU
when Barry Sanders and Garth
Brooks were here,” Weckler said.
“The ag engineering department
hired Garth to play at a barbecue.”

Weckler began his teach-
ing career as an assistant profes-
sor in agricultural engineering at
Virginia Tech. He then worked in
private industry before returning
to Cal Poly, where he taught for






